
Ornithological Work on Surtsey in 1969 and 1970 

I11 1S(iS ornithological ~vorlc (111 S~lrtsey was 
continued, especially during the spring migra- 
tion period. Mr.  H;ilfcktn Bjiirnsson and  Mr.  
Vij lundr~r  Herrn6dssoll stayed on the islarlcl Iron1 
April 11 to  May 15 and Mr. Hhlldan Bjiirnsson 
stayed there agaill Irorn Septeml~er  11 to  Sept- 
eniber 18. 

All birds seen each day dur ing  the Lll)ove 
periods were registered and  173 1)irds were (01-  
lec ted. T h e  species a n d  n11rnbe1-s of birds c 01- 
lec ted in spring were as l o l l o~ \~s :  

Squatco He1 on (A?dc.oln rallortler) 
Grey Lag Goose ( A n ~ ~ r  an.,??) 
Barnacle Goose (Btatrtn ~ P I I I  O ~ I J Z J )  

Riligecl Plover ((:ha?adr z l t r  l~icriic 11lci) 
Golden Plover (lJl~tvic~lz.\ (:,/I? I((:,? ici) 
Whimbrel  (Nlr~nrnz?r r pl7cieoplrr) 
Reds1i;lnlt (Tri?igcl totarllia) 
Dunlin (Cal~dr ic alp?na) 
Short-eared Owl (Arzo flcxrnrr7e1r\) 
Fieldfare (7'111 d11r /11lur is) 
Soilg T h r u s h  (?'rr?dll\ plzilonzrlor) 
Redwing (7'10 drr\ iliuc rr.5)  

Wheatear (Oentinthe oerrcrntlrc.) 
European Rol>in (E7 ithcrclr~ r I L O P (  1 1 1 ~ )  

Meadow Pipit  (Anflrllr l~mferr\i\) 
White Wagtail (l\'/o/acillci nlbcr) 
Uraml~ling ( F )  i?igillc:, mon (if? ingilln) 
Slio~v Bunting (l 'L~ctrol~/rc.r~~u ? r i 7 ~ ~ 1 1 ~ )  

T o t a l  

I n  Septernlxr the t'ollo.rving birds were col- 
lected: 

Ringed Plover ((:l~cl?adr ilr 5 / I I ( : , ~ I (  ~ i l ( r )  1 
Wheatear (Oc.ncintl7e oe?lcrnth(>) 2 
Chilfchall (Phylloato/~~rs ~ollybitcrj I 
Snolv 13uiltillg (Plet / I  ophc.nax ?livtrlz,r) 2 

Tota l  C, 

All collected hirds were 'iveiglied and sexed 
and  their degree 01 latness determiried according 
to McCabe's scale proposed i n  the  Auk, 1043. 
Furthermore, most of the  collected bircls .rilere 
prepared as stucly skins f o r  tlie Natural Histoiy 
Museu~ii ,  Reykjavik. 

Among the collected birds, the Sqnact o Heron  
is new to Iceland while tlie lollo~viug species 
are dr i l t  migrants: Field Fare, Song Thrush ,  
European Robin,  Rrainhling, a n d  Cliit l th;~if.  
Further dr i l t  migrants ol~served on Surtsey in 
1969 but  no t  collec ted were Sky 1,;lrlz (Alarrcla 
nrven\l.\), Sa\rallow (Hzrr~rrtlo r rr\tita), Jat lcclarv 
(Corvlr.r rno?redrrla), nnd Ring O w e l  (7'ro(L?r.\ 
~olc~l1~1~1/\).  

T h e  arrival 01 I t  elandit p;lsserilles s~rcll :I$ t h e  
Wheatear, the  meadow Pipit, arid the Whi t e  
Wagtail was soinelvhat delayed, pro1)ably clue to 
untavo11ra1)le .\\reather conditions in tlie British 
Isles, ~vhich  may have c , l ~ ~ s c d  a delayed departure. 
T h e  peak p a ~ m g e  01 i\/Ieado~v Pipits w;ls thll5 
on May 8 although they also passed the island 
in  sorne n~ rmber r  on May 2, Allay 5, and  even 011 

May 14. Wheatears passed tlie isl;lnd lioin May 
1 to May 15 ~ \ ~ i t h  peaks o n  May X arid May 14 
while peak passage ol Whi te  Wagtails occurred 
on May 2. A5 in 1968, there lvai a very distinct 
difference between Whratears and  h1eaclo.r~ Pip- 
its ar regards degrees af Iatness. As ill previous 
years most of tile S n o ~ v  Buntings collectecl on 
Surtsey in the spring of 19(iS beloliged to the 
norninate race arid no t  to  the mostly resident 
Icelarldic race. 

Peak passage o l  tlie boi-e;11 (;reylag occurred 
o n  April 18 arld 19 while the peak passage of the 
two arctic species, the Pink-footed Goose and  the 
Barnacle <;(loye, did ~ z o t  take place until the first 
tlvo days o i  May ancl o n  May 8. 

So far no  birds have nested on Surtsey, b t ~ t  
tliroughout the sLunrner both Fulmars (Fzrlmtirrrs 



gr ( r c~ (~ l z~ )  arid I<itti~vakes ( R I J ~ U  llzdattyln) 11,tve 
constantly been occ itpying clilis on tlie west 4cle 
of the island, a n d  Fulmars are probably the most 
liltely birds to become the tiist nesters there. A 
pair ol Knvens ((:oruli.\ ~ o i a x )  has also stayed on  
the island lor  several years and this pair may 
sooner o r  later start 11c;tiiig there. 

I n  1!170 some ornithological worlc I V ; I ~  c arried 
o u t  o n  Surtsey as i n  previous years. Mr. H;ilfclan 
Ujijrnsson stayed o n  tlie island Iron1 April 18 to 
May 16. H e  l v a ~  accompanied by Mr. Ragn;lr 
Jblisson lronl April  18 to May 12. Throughout  
the  period June  15 t o  September 11, Mr .  Erliug 
Olafsson and Mr. 13jijnl Jhllannsson \\rere stati- 
oned on the island. Both HAlfdan 13jiirnsson ancl 
Erliug Olatssoii are  llighly sltilled :tiicl experi- 
ei~cecl 11il-d watchers. 

All birds seen eat11 day durilig the above peri- 
ods were registered ancl 174 I~ircls were collected. 
T h e  spec ies and  nurn1)ers 01 l ~ i rd s  collected weie 
as follo~vs: 

C;ornt r;t ke (Cr ex  t ) e x )  
Oystercatcher (Hrxemalopcr \ 0 5 1 1  clleguc) 
Ringed Plover (C:harnclr ilra Irz t~ l ic  rrln) 
Golden Plover ( l ~ l ~ t v i a l i ~  np )   it^) ici) 
Turns tone  (A7 enariu z )~ le ip i  e \ )  
Wl~imhre l  (Nl i rr~enir l~  l>hlxf>oi(,~/s) 
Redshanlt (7'7 i?rgu ~lotanru) 
Pnrple  S;tndpiper ((;cxlicl? i\ mtrr i l irr~t~)  
Dunl in  (Ccrlzd? is alp~rra) 
Sarlderling (C:) oceflzia (1lb(~) 
Red-necked Phalarope (Phnln? oprc.\ loOcl1 ll\) 
Puffin (F?alercrrl(~ c~rttztu) 
Reclrving (7'rrl dlra ilicncu,) 
Wheatear (Oenarrll~e oenanlho) 
Willow Warbler (Phyllort oplr,\ t otlilllr.~) 
Meado~v Pipit  (Arrthlra p)lxlerr\rr) 
White Wagtail  (Mo~nczl la  (~lb(1) 
Urambl ing (F? ingilla r n o ~ ~ l i f ?  itlgilln) 
S n o ~ v  Bu~ i t i ng  (I'let 17 op17rwcix ni-oali,~) 22 

To ta l  174 

As i n  lS(i9, all collected birds were ~veigl i ld  
a n d  yexed a n d  their degree ok iatliess determined, 
a n d  ~rlost o t  them Jvere preparecl ;I$ study sltins 
lor  the Natural History Museum, lieykjavik. 

Ai~ioiig the collected birds the Corn( rake (Crex 
rrex), the Willow Warbler  (I'hyllo~rop[r\ 17 0- 

t hilur), and  the  Bramblirrg (Fi ingllln mont  i -  
fringill(r) are stragglers, cvhiclz are  only known to 
o t  cur  in Iceland during the migration periods. 
Further  drift  migrants o r  stragglers observed o n  
Surtsey i n  1970, bu t  no t  collected, were the Field- 
lare ( ? ' I / ?  ~ ? L J  pilaria), one specinlen being see11 o n  
May 8, 10, 1 1, and  12. I t  may possibly have been 
the same specimen on  all occasions. A male Red- 
start (l'hoeni(lcrri.r l3hoenictr7 [ / \ )  was positively 
identifiecl on May 14, arlcl Little C;ull (Lnttrs 
~ O ~ ~ L I L / ~ L J )  was seer1 among Great Rlaclc-backecl 
Grills and  Tcitti~vakes on Sept?mher 5 .  

T h e  most important  ornitl~ological event 
h;tppening on Surtsey in 1970 was the nesting ol 
the lirst two species ou tlie island: the Fulmar 
(Frrlrnarlrs gl(iticnl~a), and  the 1Zl;iclc (;nillelnot 
((:?pPhrra gfyl le) .  O n e  pair ok each ol the a l~ove  
species nested s~rccesslully o n  the island. 

T l le  liest ol the Blar k C;~iillernot was l o u ~ ~ d  
on  J u l y  27 ~ \ rheu  it  contained two half-growl1 
young. T h e  llest was in a crevice 7 m above sea 
level i n  1 3  In high c lifls on  the south-west side 
o l  tlre island. T h e  young left the nest about 
Angust 20. A second nest may possibly have been 
in  tlie same area b u t  this could no t  1)e ascertaitlecl 
satisfactorily. 13laclc C;nillernots were c ommon 
 long many parts of tlie shore ol the island, 2nd 
no  d o u l ~ t  will now $tart to nest tliere in in- 
creasing ~lurnbers .  

T h e  nest ol the Fulnlar was foilnd on  August 
19  on a ledge 10 m above sea level in  25 m high 
tlitfs on the west side of the island. O n  that  day 
an  ; t d ~ ~ l t  bird was sitting o n  the ledge beside a 
not  lully grown young. T h e  young left the nest 
on September 4. T h a t  pai t  o l  the cliffs where 
the nest Tvas lounci has beell occupiecl by Fr~lmars  
for a number  ol years. As i n  tlie case ol the Ulnc lc 
(hi l lernot ,  tlie Fuliriar is expected to start nest- 
ing in this partic ular area o l  Sul tsey in increas- 
ing numbers. 

T h e  third species most likely to  start nesting 
on Surtsey is the Kittiwalte (lii~acx frzdattyl(c). 
For several years Kitti~valtes have been occupying 
cliffs on  the west side of the island some distance 
away from the clilfs oc t upied by the  Fulmars. 

I t  is intended to publi.il1 i n  one paper the re- 
sults of the ornithological work c arriecl ou t  on 
Surtsey in 1965) and  1970. 




