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011 the south coast af Icelalid Elymu\ ccrc.Tlartu.r 
lorins sand dunes over large areas. I t  has been 
noted tliat the topography of these dunes is con- 
stantly changing. As Elymiiv arena? i ~ r s  is one 01 
thp letv plants th i~t  grows on Surtsey it is inter- 
esting to know how it starts forming the dunes, 
h c ) ~  large the d ~ u ~ i e s  can get and in what I\ ay 
rL d ~ m e  wanders. 

In order to stait some preli~lii~iary rneai,ure- 
rnents trips were made to Eyrarbakki alrd 
Thykltvibaer, which are vilIages near the south 
coast tvl~ere a typical dulre landscape exists with 
dunes of various sizes and shapes. At both place? 
a inediurn sized dune was \elected and rneasnred. 
T h e  two accompar~yillg drawings show the mea- 
surements from Eyrarbakki and Tlrykkvibaer. 

TTl is the freque~icy and M average (-over 
liu~liber at cor ding to the Hult-Ser~lander-DII 
Rietz method of vegetation ineasurements. 

In  addition to this study a trip was rnade to 
Oseyrartaiigi tlre sandspit west of the o u t l ~ t  of 
~ l f u s b ,  there a precise topography ot a 50x50 rn 
quadrat 1v;ls measured aricl its vegetation mappecl 
(Friclriksson et al. 1970). 

We hope tliat further irive~tig~ltion and mea- 
s~irernelits will help in understanding the pro- 
cesses at work in a psammosere which tan be 
compared with that of the blo~\iing sand on 
S~lrtsey. 
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1,egend: 
act ording to Hul t-Se~nander-Du liietz: 

Covet class (M) 
Covet age 

Avcl agr coverage 

5 1/2  24/32 
4 1/2-114 12/32 
.?I 114-118 6/32 
2 1/8-1/16 3/32 
1 I l l ( ;  1 /52 

+ 1-2 plants 

+ I 2 3 4 5  
i\fotnenclature according to: Nils I-Iylatlcler: F6rtccktling 

ovcu Nordens viixter; 1,und 1955. 

E ~ ~ I I L ~ I S  ccre~rnrilis L. 
Agroslis stolo~lifera I.. 
iVlit~zrartin f~eploides (1.) I-licl-11 
Sileite 11tnri1i11ln TYith. 
Cakile 11~nl-itivrn Scop. ssp. islandica I-IyI. 

Following each coltlmll is tlre t alt ulated lre- 
quenty number in percentage occurrence (TO/b) 
and the cover liunlber (M) which is the class 
of coverage obtained by dividing the sum of 
coverage number by the ~iulnber  of observations. 
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Longitudillai section: 

0 I l m  T%.M 

73.1 
Elymus arenarius 

36.1 
Minuartia peploides 

Transverse section: 

0 I l m  TO/o.M 

Elymus arenarius 82.1 

Minuartia peploides 9.1 




