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The f o l l o w i n g  is a  b r i e f  r e p o r t ,  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  I c e l a n d i c  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  on  work done  by myse l f  and  W.L. Howard ( g r a d u a t e  

a s s i s t a n t )  i n  I c e l a n d ,  3 0  March - 5 A p r i l ,  1 9 6 5 .  

Four  d a y s  were s p e n t  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  s a m p l e s  o f  d r i f t w o o d  from 

s h o r e l i n e  l o c a t i o n s  on  t h e  West and S o u t h  c o a s t s .  Fung i  were found 

i n  73  of  t h e s e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  Spec imens  were  removed from t h e  sub-  

s t r a t u m  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  i n  s m a l l  v i a l s  o f  f o r m a l i n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  40 s o i l  s a m p l e s  were c o l l e c t e d .  These  were  a i r -  

d r i e d ,  packaged  and  s t o r e d .  S o i l  samples were t a k e n  from d i v e r s e  

e c o l o g i c a l  h a b i t a t s ,  a l o n g  s h o r e l i n e s ,  r o a d s ,  and  from open  a r e a s  

unde r  mosses  a n d  l i c h e n s .  

A l l  s a m p l e s  a r e  t o  be  t a k e n  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  l a b o r a t o r y .  

Fung i  o c c u r r i n g  on  d r i f t w o o d  w i l l  b e  s e c t i o n e d  and  i d e n t i f i e d ,  and 

n o t a t i o n s  made a s  t o  s p e c i e s  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  The s o i l  s a m p l e s  w i l l  b e  

t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  u s u a l  manner u s e d  t o  c o l l e c t  a q u a t i c  f u n g i ,  b y  

a d d i n g  w a t e r  t o  t h e  s o i l  and p l a c i n g  b i t s  o f  s n a k e  s k i n ,  hempseed 

and  p o l l e n  i n  t h e  d i s h e s .  By t h i s  method ,  w e  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  

c o l l e c t  s o i l - i n h a b i t i n g  s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  f u n g i .  

C o l l e c t i n g  a r e a s :  

( 1 )  S o u t h  s h o r e  o f  H v a l f j o r d u r ,  N o r t h  o f  R e y k j a v i k  

( 2 )  S h o r e l i n e  of  c o a s t a l  embayments E a s t  o f  H a f n i r  

( 3 )  Hot s p r i n g s  a r e a  N o r t h  o f  K r i s u v i k  

( 4 )  S h o r e l i n e  o f  S o u t h  c o a s t  o f  R e y k j a n e s  P e n i n s u l a ,  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0  km E a s t  o f  G r i n d a v i k ,  



When t h e  f u n g i  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  a  comple t ed  l i s t ,  t o g e t h e r  

w i t h  s p e c i m e n s ,  w i l l  b e  s e n t  f o r  d e p o s i t  t o  Dr .  E y t h o r  E i n a r s s o n ,  

N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Museum, R e y k j a v i k  

On 4 A p r i l  1 9 6 5 ,  a  s u r v e y  f o r  f u n g a l  s u b s t r a t e s  was made on  

S u r t s e y .  D r i f t w o o d  o c c u r r i n g  on  t h e  E a s t ,  N o r t h  and  N o r t h e a s t  c o a s t s  

was g e n e r a l l y  v e r y  d r y ,  and  a p p a r e n t l y  had n o t  b e e n  immersed i n  

s e a w a t e r  l o n g  enough t o  become i n f e s t e d  by m a r i n e  f u n g i .  A few b i t s  

o f  d r i f t w o o d ,  o b v i o u s l y  i n f e s t e d  were found a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e  of  t h e  

s m a l l  l a g o o n .  D r i f t  a l g a e ,  p r i m a r i l y  Ascophyl lum, were a l s o  found .  

These  were l i v i n g  o r  dead  segmen t s  o f  whole p l a n t s .  Specimens of  

t h e  dead  m a t e r i a l  were c o l l e c t e d ,  and  w i l l  b e  i n c u b a t e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

f o r  f u n g i .  Common a i r - b o r n e  molds  a r e  known t o  o c c u r  on  d e c a y i n g  

s e a w e e d s ,  s o  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  s u b s t r a t u m  w i l l  b e  one  s o u r c e  

o f  f u n g a l  i n v a s i o n  on  S u r t s e y .  

A c a r e f u l  s u r v e y  o f  l a v a  r o c k s  a l o n g  t h e  S o u t h  c o a s t  o f  

S u r t s e y  was made f o r  a t t a c h e d  a l g a e ;  none was f o u n d ,  The r o c k y  s h o r e  

s h o u l d  b e  examined r e g u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  i n t e r t i d a l  a l g a e .  

I t  is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  s c o u r i n g  a c t i o n  of  w a t e r - b o r n e  l a v a  p a r t i c l e s  

w i l l  p r e v e n t  t h e  deve lopment  o f  a l g a e  f o r  some t i m e ,  b u t  t h i s  s h o u l d  

b e  checked  f r e q u e n t l y .  




